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THE DRAMATIC Hactnations in oil and
gats prievs gver the Tast year and the grow-
ing evidence of change in the planel’s oli-
ke have freused global attention on the
peed for sustainable sonrees of elean eom-
v TnSoullisnst Asia, there is o souvce of
enermaons collective cnergy pelentinl, Lhe
48000 kilamete-long Mekong Wiver,
wiiel runs throupgh Yonnan Provines ol
Chimg, Buring, aod Uie Mekong Biver
Comiriggion (MG member states of
Thailand, Tans, Cambodia and Vielnam,
Fan Ul ouid - 20t century the Melong and
iks tributaries woere identified ws boldiog
areat potential for hvdropower generation.
To date, onlvaronnd & per cent af’ that
potentiol bas beew realised.

Yet how docs one balanee this cooe-
mens electricity potential with the nesd to
protect all the other benetits this great
river b boofler? The Mekong is a natural
resonree that has nurlered great civilisa-
tions ovver hieman historw, 1t is home to
Lt types of fish, stocking a snstainable
Lshing eduwsley wortleal least TS4$2 hil-
lion {BtG8.1 billien! per year Is Gshoand
Ehi irrigalion water supplied by the river's
avtinil Tood pulse provide food for over
G0 million people cach yeur,

I'his ia the question that some 200 del-
egrates will he cdlisenssing in Vientiane this
wich as Lhe Melong Biver Conumission
asks slakeholders throughout it memler
countries to comment on the MECs role
n regional hvdropower deselopment. 1L is
widely uelonowledsed that the issues sur-
roumding dams sod hydropower ure sensi-
i, but that is even more reason why thesy
should be dehated in an open and abjee-
Live foruo.

Haght vears ago, Lhe Waorld Commission
on Dams proposed a rights-and-visks
approgch to dam-planning, taking into
aceounl Lhe righils of stakelolders aod
atrming to address and minimise Lhe risks
thal sach gronp is asked to face, We shonld
acld to this the elenent of responsibility —
the responsibilily the counteies and the
B RO have to promoete sustainable eeo-
normie growth and reduce poverty. [Tizup
Ler the Mekong vegiom, its govermments and
its prophe to cosure these considecalions
e o the fore in decizion-making dur-
ing a erucial pra for the siver, when as
iy a8 10 daoms ave at preliminary plan-
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ning stages for the mainstream of the
lweer Mukong, Flow cen this be achioved?

At an intergovernmental level, there
needs to be a repional approaach ta the
pssessmenl of ench proposed bedvopower
progeet, This invelves developing o clear
nnderstanding of how bnilding a dam i
ane commtry comld affiet nations and peos
ple el shave the civee’s natucal resoarees,
The tazue here s whe benelils aod who
[ays the costs with each project,

Atthe MRC, we have heen developing a
monde] For regional couperation o this
area, hased on what is appropriate for the
Mekongr repion as awhole and going
besyvonad e interests of individual deselop-
crs or goverwments Tnbegralod inlo s
regional focng is & hasin-wide approach to
hyelropoaer decisinn-making, where thie
Bron] developoent needs of the Melaong
countrivs yre considered whenever u major
dectaion on hydvapower is masde, taking
into acconnt fsheries, irvigation, environ-
menbel manngement, savigation of e
river, fleod management and Lourism,

Anawers are neaded on the effects of
each decizsion, What impact will a dam
bBzve v Lhe migeations of the fish that are
so mportant e rural people? Whal are Lhe
maltiple henelits of building o dam in one
of the Mekong tributaries beyond -
byedropower alone? Cun Teod g
ment and mitigation be handled more
effectively thromgh preater cantral cver
river low? All dectsions and questions can
be addressed within an inlegraled conlexl,

Knowledge at the regional and hasin
lewel is of vital importanee. Tlere, the MRC
s Budld ngs sl international expertise,
a comprehensive knowledge base and
pevwerlinl mathematical models and plan-
wing tenls that can be used toassess devel-
oprnenl secourios, Placiog this infoina
tion and analysis on decisica-makers”
desks is an MR priorvity

With hydropoaer deselopmient, noer
Lo o prividke Lhan pablic secton
driven, planning eveles ure shorter, and
early identification of planning criteria is
requived to ensure that socizal and environ-
mental voocerns nre addressed while visks
gnd responsthalitios are identificd, This is
all part of the consideration of reasonable
annd equitable use of the river’s resourees,
as enshrined in e 1995 Agrecienl
gigned by the four MAC moember states,
The WG 15 in an ddeal position Lo preos
mote diglague among the
wiriows parloers o e desd
opment and investment
preoceds for hvdreopower in
the reginn,

Eueh individuul projeet
propossl can then beviewed
within a mere coardingled
basivn-wide contest,

Tt s o responsibilily to
nae this regional perspeotive
an Lhe Mekong o enaure that
decisions lead toan outeome
sl relleets veeryones ieler
ext, and the MEC visien for
thae Tuture, an econamically
prosperous, socially just and
cuviromnelally soeod
Mekong Basin,
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